IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of the claim will replace all prior versions and listings of claim in 
the present application. 
Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) A document search system comprising: 

an associative server which is capable of instructing a document search by 
specifying a document database j_to be searched next among a plurality of document 
databases based on a search result of-a- aenerated from a previous search of a 
document database! compr i sing: ^and 

an associative search recording table which records the r e cord i ng th e a 
number of times Xy of searching asaid document database j based on athe search 
feswltresults sf-a aenerated from the previous searches of said document database i. 

2. The document search system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
means for changing a showing order of document databases to be searched 

by using data from said associative search recording table. 

3. The document search system according to claim 1 , wherein a d i ffer i ng 
said- a different associative search recording table is stored for each user, and, by 
using said different associative search recording table for each user, a showing order 
of document databases to be searched is changed according to asaid user. 

4. The document search system according to claim 1 , further comprising: 
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means for calculating a registration fee of each document database by using 
said associative search recording table. 

5. The document search system according to claim 4, wherein a 
registration fee is calculated according to a sum of a-thenumber of times a 
document database is of b e ing a search origin for a document search and athe 
number of times a document database is e^bemg-a search target for a document 
search. 

6. A search server for mediating between a search client and a plurality of 
document databases, comprising: 

associative th o s e arch server means which is bemg-capable of instructing a 
document search by specifying a document database Lto be searched next among a 
plurality of document databases based on a search result o^aqenerated from a 
previous search of a document database J, comp ri s i ng: 

wherein said associative server means comprises: 

search query analyzing means for analyzing a search query from said search 

clients 

search query constructing means for sending the search query analyzed by 
said search query analyzing means to the document database specified by the 
search client^ 

means for sending a search result of said specified document database to 
said search client^ and 
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associative search recording table storing means for storing an associative 
search recording table r e cord i ng a which records the number of times xy of searching 
asaid document database j based on athe search fes^resujts o^a generated from 
the previous searches of said document database i. 

7. The search server according to claim 6, wherein said associative 
server means further comprises: compr i s i ng: 

showing order changing means for changing a showing order of document 
databases to be searched and to be shown to said search client by using data from 
said associative search recording table. 

8. The search server according to claim §7, wherein compr i s i ng said 
associative search recording table storing means wh i ch stores an a different 
associative search recording table for each user, and 

wherein said the-showing order changing means fo r chang i ng changes a 
showing order of document databases to be searched and to be shown to said 
search client according to a said user by using said different associative search 
recording table for each user. 

9. (original) The search server according to claim 6, wherein a 
registration fee of each document database is calculated by using said associative 
search recording table stored by said associative search recording table storing 
means. 
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10. (currently amended)The document search system according to claim 1 , 
wherein for each document database j_of asaid plurality of seteGt-document 
databases, the -said associative search recording table has plural entries with 
d i ff o ripj °r.+ r in r fnr mrnrriing n r n r -. pftnt i ve each indicating the number of times xg of 
searching the document database j based on athe search fesuH-results generated 
from the previous searches of of differ i ng ones of document databases i, 
respectively. 

1 1 . (currently amended)The document search system according to claim 1 , 
r.nm P rir.ing r.tnring. in the wherein said associative search recording tablets records 
the number of times xg of searching a said document database j based on a search 
result usinqe f a keyword i. 

12. (currently amended)The document search system according to claim 
1 1 , wherein for each document database j_of said a plurality of setectdocument 
databases, the- said associative search recording table has plural entries with 
di ffer i n g cntri^ f" r mmMing n mrportiwpeach indicating the number of times xg of 
searching the document database j databases based on thea search results 
generated from the previous searches of of differ i ng ones of document databases or 
keywords i, respectively. 
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13. (currently amended)The search server according to claim 6, wherein 
for each document database databases, of a said plurality of seteet-document 
databases, the- said associative search recording table has plural entries with 
rjjff n r j p j o ntri n c fnr rprnrHinq n respective each indicating the number of times xy of 
searching the document database j based on athe search resytt-results generated 
from the previous searches of of diff e ring on e s of document databases i, 
respectively. 

14. (currently amended)The search server according to claim 6, 
nnmpr i fi i ng stor i ng, th e wherein said associative search recording table^a records the 
number of times xy of searching a document database j based on a search result of a 
keyword i. 

15. (currently amended)The search server according to claim 14, wherein 
for each document database! of a said plurality of setecWocument databases, the 
said associative search recording table has plural entries with differing e ntr ie s for 
mrnrHing i rnnpftctive each indicating the number of times xq of searching the 
document database j based on a the search mfi^t-results generated from the 
previous searches of of d i ff e r i ng ones of document databases or keywords i, 
respectively. 

16. (currently amended) A document search method comprising the steps 
of: enabl i ng 
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instructing a document search by specifying a document database \_to be 
searched next among a plurality of document databases based on a search result 
generated from a previous search of a document database,! , compr i s i ng^ 

storing an associative search recording table which records the r e cord i ng a 
number of times Xj, of searching asaid document database j based on athe search 
fesutt- results generated from the previous searches of said o£-a-document database 
i; and, 

using data from the- said associative search recording table to help specify 
said a document database ]_to be searched next among said a plurality of document 
databases. 

17. (currently amended) A document search method according to claim 16, 
comprising the steps of : 

changing a showing order of document databases to be searched by using 
data from said associative search recording table. 

18. (currently amended)A document search method according to claim 16, 
wherein a d i ff e r i ng sa i d different associative search recording table is stored for each 
user, and, by using said different associative search recording table for each user, a 
showing order of document databases to be searched is changed according to a said 
user. 

19. (currently amended) A document search method according to claim 16, 



8 



nnmprisina the steps of : calculating a registration fee of each document database by 
using said associative search recording table. 

20. (currently amended) A document search method according to claim 19, 
comprising the steps of: 

calculating the registration fee according to thea sum of a number of times ef 
being a document database is a search origin for a document search and athe 
number of times of boing a document database is a search target for a document 
search. 

21. (currently amended)A document search method according to claim 16, 
wherein for each document database L_of asaid plurality of seteet-document 
databases, toe- said associative search recording table has plural entries with 
d iffering "ntrhr r a mi-H i ng -. r nc pp r tiwp each indicating the number of times Xy of 
searching the document database j based on athe search result-results generated 
from the previous searches of said of diff e r i ng ones of document databases i, 
respectively. 

22. (currently amended)A document search method according to claim 16, 
comprising the steps of: 

storing, in the associative search recording table, athe number of times Xy of 
searching a document database j based on a search result of a keyword i. 
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23. (currently amended) A document search method according to claim 22, 
wherein for each document database L__of asajd plurality of selest-document 
databases, the- said associative search recording table has plural entries with 
d i ffering p ntrinr , for record i ng a r e sp e ct i v e each indicating the number of times Xy of 
searching the document database j based on a the search result-results generated 
from the previous searches of said of differing on e s of document databases or 
keywords i, respectively. 
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